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Rewilding the Heart of California




Central Valley Communities
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Backbone Water
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This is one large watershed
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Central Valley Historical Ecolog
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“When California was
wild, it was the floweriest
part of the continent.”
John Muir
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Birds across the U.S. show
downward trends in every
habitat except in wetlands, where
comebacks of waterfowl show
the power of funding and policy i
investments. |

F

+1,076% Geese and Swans

+34% Dabbling/Diving Ducks
+18% Waterbirds

-5% Western Forest Birds

-26% Aridland Birds
-27% Eastern Forest Birds

and Birds
g Point Species

Papulation trend (% changa)




California’s Water Whiplash

Recent storms come amid one of the worst droughts the state has seen. Intense rainfall during droughts is
dangerous because parched ground becomes less absorbent and more prone to runoff and landslides.

Palmer Drought Severity Index
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Droughts have
become more savers
in recent decades.
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Three River Levee Improvement Agency

HOME ABOUT US LINKS & RESOURCES | WANT TO PROJECTS
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Hydraulic Roughness
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Bear River Levee Setback Project
April 2018







Levee Freeboar
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FLOOD PROTECTION PLAN

* Reducing the height of the water
on a levee system during storms
lowers flood risk.

* Reducing peak flows decreases
chances of surpassing flood stages
& overtopping levees.

UPDATE




One Big Water Supply

Surface water and groundwater are intimately connected, Water

in rivers and cresks often percolates down into groundwater

aquifers. i the river drops because of drought, the aquifer Snowpack
can drop as well, And if farm or town pumps kower the
aquier, the river can o down, 1oo. Spring snowmelt
in places such as Calilornia is & mapger water
suppdier for rivers and aquilers, but less winter
snorwpack as a result of global warmmg
can reduce this vital source.

Orverpumping can

lrwer the top of an ; Ly
aquifer so maich that it | o e LEa o | sy 2 o 2y e ; When river levels drop,
disconnects from the : Foi e the top of the aquifer

bottom of the riverbed, can akosubside.

Importance of River Water Recharge
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Can you attribute this quote?

It was among the strongest feelings of grief | have ever encountered. The
contrast between the vicious coldness of space and the warm nurturing of
Earth below filled me with overwhelming sadness. Every day, we are
confronted with the knowledge of further destruction of Earth at our hands:
the extinction of animal species, of flora and fauna... things that took five
billion years to evolve, and suddenly we will never see them again because
of the interference of mankind. It filled me with dread. My trip to space
was supposed to be a celebration;instead, it felt like a funeral.

~William Shattner
2021
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Modesto area’s new state park will open by summer. See what awaits
where two rivers join

. 11—Opening day is a few months away for Dos Rios Ranch State Park, which the boss vows will be “stunning.”
The par amid about 1,600 acres of restored floodplain where the Tuolumne River meets the San Joaquin.

Dos Ric
and basic parking
campground, boat ramp and other amenities, guided by public input.

r—







Saﬂdbd' W How
S.':I @x gua



Thank You 3 _ | |
Funders by Histori
' Floodpla
Restorati




Apprehending the imminent beauty of a suc ssful toration project is a transformative revelation. The
clarion call effect of this exper/ence floods my heart, presgrff/ng an actionable mode/ of /ust how beautffu/
the fu_ture can be :
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